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they negotiated with the British in the

18th century. They still practice old

African customs.

Separation from the larger society

has broken down through work, educa-

tion, and intermarriage. Today, many

descendants proudly introduce them-

selves as Maroons. Formerly isolated

communities now welcome visitors and

share many of their fascinating rituals. 

But despite the new openness,

communities still hold some secrets

very close. By passing down sacred tra-

ditions in isolation — including sor-

cery, divination, and healing — the

Maroons provide Jamaica’s closest link

to ancient Africa, and perhaps to the

island’s indigenous Tainos.

Out west, the Accompong Maroon

Tour takes visitors into the nearly inac-

cessible Cockpit Country to meet vil-

lagers and see historic sites, 952-4546.

Each January the village of Accompong

hosts a big festival. In the east, tours of

settlements among the Blue and John

Crow mountains require a bit more

planning.

Opening spread: “Maroons in Ambush on Dromilly Estate, Trelawny, 1796.” Left: “A
Maroon Warrior.” Above: “Cudjoe Making Peace.” All illustrations courtesy of the
National Library of Jamaica.
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